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MEDIA RELEASE
June 1, 1987
METROPOLITAN OPERA SINGER FROM MISSOULA 
TO RECEIVE UM HONORARY DOCTORATE
MISSOULA —
Judith Blegen, a former Missoulian who's sung soprano with 
the New York Metropolitan Opera since 1970, will receive an 
honorary doctor of fine arts degree from the University of 
Montana at the June 14 Commencement.
The ceremony will be 2 p.m. in the Harry Adams Field House.
Blegen attended Missoula County High School —  renamed 
Hellgate High School -- where she sang in the Holy Spirit Parish 
choir. During her senior year she began studying music at UM, 
receiving her early training in voice from Professor John Lester.
She later earned a bachelor's degree in music at the Curtis 
Institute in Philadelphia, where she studied voice and violin.
Since her 1962 debut with the Philadelphia Orchestra,
Blegen, 46, has given performances throughout the country and the 
world. Among the many companies she's sung with are the San 
Francisco, Vienna State, Nuremberg and Madrid operas. She's 
performed at the Spoleto Festival in Italy and the Salzburg 
Festival in Austria and given recitals at many colleges and 
universities as well.
One of tenor Luciano Pavarotti's favorite leading ladies, 
Blegen has also been a guest on Johnny Carson's "Tonight Show."
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